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PROCEDURES & CRITERIA
REVIEW OF PROPOSED USES OF FEDERAL FUNDS
I. GENERAL
A. BACKGROUND
Public health grant funding agencies, in reviewing applications for federal grants and 10ans, need to evaluate proposed projects
and programs in terms of their consistency with local health
goals, objectives and priorities, and their expected impact on
community health needs. The American Samoa Health Planning &
Development Agency (ASHPDA) is equally concerned that federally
funded projects and programs are consistent with and will support
implementation of the American Samoa Plan for Health, and Will
contribute to the most effective utilization of limited health
resources in the Territory. Therefore, it is most appropriate,
and in the best interest of both the federal funding agency and
the Territory of American Samoa, that the ASHPDA review and approve/
disapprove applications for the proposed use of federal health funds
in the Territory.
ROLE AND AUTHORITY OF THE ASHPDA
Health Services Agencies (HSA's) are mandated by P.L. 93-641, Section
1513(e) to perform the review and approval/disapproval function for
certain proposed uses of federal health funds when the agencies are
fully designated and authorized to so by the Secretary of Health,
Education, and Welfare. Under the provisions of 1536(a) of the Act,
the ASHPDA assumes this function in American Samoa as though the
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Territory were an health service area and the ASHPDA an HSA for
the area. Locally, P.L. 16-26 also provides authority for the
ASHPDA to perform this function. Final regulations were issued on August 10, 1979 80vening review
and approval/disapproval of certain proposed uses of federal funds.
These regulations set forth the minimum procedures and criteria
for health systems agency (ASHPDA) reviews under 1513(e) of the
Act, and became effective November 8, 1979.
The ASHPDA received authorization from the Secretary of DHEW to
perform this function, effective , 1979.
PURPOSE OF THE REVIEW MANUAL
The purpose of this manual is to provide and communicate standar
dized review procedures and criteria for ASHPDA review of health
related grant proposals. The aim is to assure every applicant an
objective and fair review and every funding agency a thorough
rendering of territorial assessment and judgement.
RELATIONSHIP OF PLANNING TO THE REVIEW PROCESS
The ASHPDA performs a dual role in the Territory; that of planning,
and resources development. The American Samoa Plan for Health.
developed in cooperation with the American Samoa Health Coordinating
Council, is the principal means of expression of the health care
needs of the Territory, and when approved by the Governor, becomes
a statement of territorial health policy. As a resource allocator,
the ASHPDA attempts to ensure that resources developed within the
territory, and flowing into the territory, support and are consistent
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with local needs as expressed in the Plan for Health and AIP, and to provide timely technical assistance to potential applicants for Federal... funds, so as to minimize the 11kelyhood of a completed application being disapproved, either by the ASHPDA, or the funding
agency.
PROJECTS SUBJECT TO REVIEW.
The ASHPDA will review and approve, or disapprove, each proposed
use within the territory of Federal funds:
(1). appropriated under the Public Health Services ACT; the
Community Mental Health Centers Act, Sections 409 and
410 of the Drug Abuse Office and Treatment Act, or
the Comprehensive Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism Preven
tion, Treatment, and Rehabilitation Act of 1970 for
grants, contracts, loans or loan guarantees for the
development, expansion, or support of health resources;
and,
(2) . made available by the Territory from an allotment to
the Territory under an Act referred to above for grants
or contracts for the development, expansion, or support
of health resources.
Appendix A contains a list of the proposed uses of Federal funds currently subject to review. This list should not be considered to be exhaustive, nor static, since funding agencies may from time to time identify on a case-by-case basic those specific activities in the programs listed that are not subject to review ånd approva1/
disapproval, as well as those programs not listed that are subject
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to review and approval/disapproval. The list also indicates the
role of other Territorial and Federal agencies in the review process.“
The ASHPDA will review and comment only on any other application
for Federal grant funds not included in the list, if requested by
the Federal funding agency involved.
F. PROJECTS NOT NORMALLY SUBJECT TO REVIEW
The ASHPDA has no authority to review and approve, or disapprove:
(1) non-competing extension grant applications,
(2) supplemental grant applications which are for administrative - increases in costs,
(3) non-competing continuation grant applications unless one of the
following occurs:
a. the ASHPDA sends to the Federal funding agency its request
to review and approve or disapprove the application at
least 9 months before the award date;
b. the applicant proposes a change in funding level of 20%
or more;
c. the applicant or the Federal funding agency determines that
there has been a substantial change in the proposed or actual
use of funds;
d. if none of the above, every 5 years beginning November 8, 1979.
The provisions for review and comment on Indian Tribe applications
does not apply in American Samoa since there are no Indian tribes or
Indian Reservation in the Territory.
* APPENDIX A is not a part of these Procedures and Criteria since the
Secretary may from time-to-time add or delete programs from the list.
-4
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ROLE OF THE ASHCC IN REVIEW
In a parallel manner, Section 1524 (c)(6) of the Act requires the
ASHCC to annually review and approve, or disapprove any Territory
program plan and application submitted to DHEW as a condition to
the receipt of any funds under allotments made to States and
Territories under the Acts cited in E. (1). Procedures and criteria
governing those reviews are contained in ASHCC document entitled
"Procedures and Criteria: Review of Territorial Plans and Applica
tions."
Opportunity for the ASHCC to review and comment on each proposed
use of Federal funds reviewed by the ASHPDA under Section 1513(e)
is provided for under II. B. (2).
SUBMISSION OF PERIODIC REPORTS
Providers of health services and other persons subject to ASHPDA
review under Section 1513(e) of the Act are required to submit periodic
reports to the ASHPDA respecting the development of proposals for
review.
NOTIFICATION OF INTENT TO FILE AN APPLICATION
Prior to the submission of an application for Federal funding, the
proposal sponsor should send a letter to the ASHPDA indicating; the
nature of the proposal, including the problem or need which the
project or program is to meet; the grant program from which funding
is being requested; and, the probable date the application will be
filed with the ASHPDA and the funding agency. It is particularly
important in the case of construction projects that the letter-of
intent be submitted at the earliest possible opportunity in the
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A.
course of planning of such projects. Such letter of intent must
be in the form, and include all of the information described in
Appendix C. This will allow for scheduling of projected workload
and provide that any assistance requested of the ASHPDA can be
provided in a timely fashion. This will also enable the ASHPDA
to determine if the proposed project also requires a review under
P.L. 16-26, Certificate of Need.
While federal funding cycles will largely dictate the scheduling
of letters-of-intent and application submissions, it is recommended
that, at a minimum, the letter-of-intent should be filed no fewer
than 30 days prior to formal submission of the application. The
ASHPDA will acknowledge receipt of the letter-of-intent and may
schedule a pre-submission conference.
Ideally, project or program sponsors should meet with representatives
of the ASHPDA during the planning/development phase of project
proposals so that the ASHPDA may make the sponsor aware of the agency's
plans, standards, criteria and review procedures. In this manner
the ASHPDA can share its findings of health status and health system
needs with the sponsor and make other pertinent data and informatiom
available.
PRE-SUBMISSION CONFERENCE
If a pre-submission conference is scheduled, the staff person assigned to the project vııı prepare copies of pertinent information for the
use of the proposal sponsors. This will include copies of the adopted
plans, standards and criteria relating to the proposed project. At
this time the ASHPDA will also inform the sponsor whether or not the
proposal also requires review under the provisions of P.L. 16-26,
Certificate of Need.
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The ASHPDA will coordinate, to the maximum extent possible, its
reviews of projects under these procedures and its reviews of
new institutional health services under P.L. 16-26. (see II. B. (3))
This information will be discussed with the proposal sponsor to
indicate areas of conformance or non-conformance of the proposed
project to the American Samoa Plan for Health and the Territorial
Medical Facilities Plan. Hopefully, these considerations will have
occured during the program planning process that resulted in the
grant application's development. In such a situation, the pre
submission, conference will be limited largely to review process
requirements such as the scheduling of meetings, number of copies
required, etc.
II. REVIEW PROCESS
A. PROCEDURES FOR SUBMISSION OF APPLICATIONS
(1) Application Contents
Applications for Federal funds must be submitted at the times and
in the form and manner prescribed by the funding agency. At the
time the applicant submits the application to the funding agency
three (3) copies will be simultaneously submitted to the ASHPDA.
The ASHPDA requires that at a minimum the applicant supply the information in Appendix B when making application. If the information
required by the funding agency does not include that stipulated in
Appendix B, the applicant must prepare supplemental material to be
submitted to the ASHPDA with the application. Upon receipt of an
application, the ASHPDA staff will review the application for com
pleteness. If the application is determined to be incomplete, the
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"PROCEDURES & CRITERTA

REVIEW OF PROPOSED USES OF FEDERAL FUNDS

I GENERAL

A

BACKSROUND
Public health grant funding agencies, in reviewing applications
for federal grants and loans, need to evaluste proposed projacts
and programs in term of their consistency with local heslth

goals, objectives and prioritis

and their expected impact on
commnity health needs. The Aserican Samoa Health Plamning &
Development Agency (ASHEDA) is equally concemed that federally
funded projects and programs are consistent with and will support
implesentation of the Averican Sama Plan for Health, and will
contribute to the most effective utilization of limited health
resources in the Territory. Therefore, it ia most appropriate,

and in the best interest of both the federal funding agency and

the Territory of American Samoa, that the ASHEDA review and approve/
disapprove applications for the proposed use of federal health funds
1 the Terricory.

ROLE AND_AUTHORITY OF THE ASHPDA

Health Services Agenctes (HSA's) are mandated by P.L. 93-641, Section
1513(e) to perforn the review and approval/disspproval function for
certain proposed uses of federal health funds vhen the agencies are
fully designated and authorized to so by the Secretary of Health,
Education, and Welfare. Under the provisions of 1536(a) of the Act,

the ASHPDA assuses this function in Averican Samos as though the
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Territory were an health service area and the ASHPDA an HSA for
the area. Locally, P.L. 16-26 aleo provides authority for the
ASHPDA to perforn this function.

Final regulations vere issued on August 10, 1979 governing review
and approval /disapproval of certaln proposed uses of federal funds.
These regulations set forth the nintmum procedures and criteria
for health systens agency (ASHEDA) reviews under 1513(e) of the
Act,and becane effective Novesber 8, 1979.

The ASHPDA received authorization from the Secretary of DHEW to
perforn this function, effective s 1979,

FURPOSE OF THE REVIEW MAWUAL

The purpose of this manual is to provide and commnicate standa

dized review procedures and criteria for ASPDA review of health
related grant proposals. The aim s to assure every applicant an
Gbjective and fair review and every funding agency a thorough
rendertng of territorial assessment and judgevent.

RELATIONSHIP OF PLANING T0 THE BEVIEd PROCESS

The ASHPDA perforns a dusl role in the Territory; that of planing,
and resources developnent. The American Samos Plan for Heslth
developed tn cooperation with the Anerican Samoa Health Coordinating
Cauncil, 1o the priacipal means of expression of the health care
Reeds of the Territory, and when spproved by the Govemmor, becoes

st

ement of territorial health policy. As a resource allocator,
the ASHEDA attempts to ensure that resources developed within the

territory, and flowing into the territory, support and are consistent





